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Barhebraeus

¢ lived 1226 - 1286, born in Melitene

+ monk, bishop (1246-) in Goubos, later Aleppo
maphrian (1266-) of the East

Studied philosophy, theology and medicine

+ Tripolis: Nestorian teacher in philosophy
¢ Damascus: Muslim physician
¢ Maragha: relation to al-Tusi and the observatory

Wrote many works in different fields

I. Philosophy

1) “Cream of Wisdom”
¢ philosophical summa

2) “Treatise of Treatises”
+ medium size philosophical treatise

3) “Discourse on Wisdom”
¢ shorter work, little studied

4) “Book of Remarks and Admonitions” transl. of

Ibn Sina's Kitab al-isharat wa-Il-tanbihat
(s. picture)

I1. Theology

1) “Lamp of the Sanctuary”
¢ theological summa

2) “Book of Rays”
+ shorter theological treatise

3) “Storehouse of Mysteries”
¢ Bible commentary

4) “Book of Guidings” - Nomocanon
+ covers ecclesiastical and other legal matters

5) Ethicon

II1. Other

1) “Laughable Stories”
¢ collection of adab-like stories

2) Chronicon
+ world history divided in ecclesiastical
and secular history

3) “Abridged History of States”

4) works in medicine

5) poems
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Financial Compensation for Induced Miscarriages
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Open attitude towards other traditions

¢ Reconciliation between churches

¢ Praises learned men of other traditions

General method: Islamicate Vorlage
and purposeful compilation of

also zahlt er 1000 Golddinar.
Und wenn sie spéater den Embryo tot fehlgebiert, und auch sie [dabei] stirbt, so zahlt

er 550 (Golddinar).

des Betrags.

diverse Christian and Islamic sources

¢ al-Ghazali: Thya’ ‘ulum al-din — Ethicon
¢ Ibn Sina: al-Shifa> — "Cream of Wisdom”

¢ al-Ghazali: Kitab al-wagiz — Nomocanon
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Barhebraeus tries to enable his Christian community to in-
teract with the Islamic surrounding without risking that
they blend in entirely (cf. Weltecke, “Zu den Huddoye”).

The possibility for a proper funeral for the miscarri-
ed child meets pastoral needs. At the same time it les-
sens the possible attraction to the religion of the Muslim
neighbors as they are allowed to bury their miscarriages.

The laws pertaining the financial compensation for the embryo
place the Christian community within the boundaries of the
contemporary notion of justice across communal boundaries.
This intention of re-negotiating communal boundaries is
mirrored on the textual level:

Barhebraeus uses a general Islamicate framework, but reshapes
it in a purposeful manner. In reshaping al Ghazali's furu*“
works, Barhebraeus uses also different (Christian and Muslim)
concepts and ideas that fit his means, which can again be found
in other intertexts. His creativity in redaction and compilation
proofs true for Barhebraeus' other works and should therefore
not be underestimated, as had often been done in the past.

Und wenn sie stirbt, also auch ihr Embryo stirbt, zahlt er 500 blof3.
Und dieses (Blutgeld), wenn der Embryo mannlich ist; wenn aber nicht, die Halfte

Und das Blutgeld des Embryos einer Sklavin ist, wenn es mannlich ist, die Hélfte
des Zehnten seines Blutgelds, wenn es lebt; den Zehnten des vollen (Blutgelds),

Es ist das Vergehen (ginaya), das die Ablosung (infisal) des toten Embryos

verursacht;

... und wenn es sich im lebenden Zustand ablost [...] und dann stirbt, volles

Blutgeld (diya kamila) ...

.. und wenn es sich ablost nach dem Tod der Mutter, so ist es verpflichtend ...
.. und wenn es sich nicht ablost, und die Mutter stirbt, so ist nichts ...

Conclusion

The concept of a specific work being the outright Vorlage for ano-
ther one must necessarily be limited. It is fruitful in the analysis
of the structure of works. But regarding tiny bits of texts presen-
ting a certain stipulation, idea or concept, I propose to speak of
“intertexts” which flow around rather freely conveying ideas of a
certain time or context. In fact, the fluid and inter-textual charac-
ter of his works mirrors the fluid and inter-confessional character
of his world.character of his world.

1 Cf. Jens Ole Schmitt, ed. and trans., Barhebraeus,
Butyrum Sapientiae, Physics (Leiden: Brill, forthcoming)



